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Education 

 

- University of Bari, School of Medicine: Doctor in Medicine - 1993 

 

- University of Bari, School of Medicine, Department of Neurological and Psychiatric 
Sciences: Italian Board of Psychiatry – 1997 

 

- University of Bari, School of Medicine, Department of Neurological and Psychiatric 
Sciences: PhD in Experimental Neurobiology - 2009 

 

 

 

 

Italian “Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale” 

  

National Scientific Qualification as Associate professor of Psychiatry until February 5, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grants:  

 

- NARSAD Young Investigator Grant: ‘The impact of dopamine regulating genes and of antipsychotic 

treatment on attentional processes in schizophrenia’ – 60000 US $ - 2007 

 

- University of Bari Young Investigators Grant: Effect of gender and of hormonal asset on working 

memory: a functional magnetic resonance study – 5000 Euros – 2002 

 

 

 

Awards 

 

 

- SOPSI 2002 Award for the poster: Blasi G., Bertolino A., Brudaglio F., Sciota D., Altamura M., 

Scarabino T., Nardini M.: Imaging di spettroscopia protonica con RM in pazienti al primo episodio 

di psicosi affettiva: patologia neuronale dell’ippocampo. 

 

- SOPSI 2003 Award for the poster: Blasi G., Bertolino A., Caforio G., Latorre V., Antonucci N., 

Altamura M., Callicott JH., Bellomo A., Mattay VS., Scarabino T., Weinberger DR., Nardini M.: 

Effetti dell’olanzapina sul nerwork corticale sensomotorio nella schizofrenia: uno studio di risonanza 

magnetica funzionale 3 Tesla. 

 

 

 

Principal investigator of the following collaborative projects: 

 

mn28151 (Roche) 

“A non-interventional prospective cohort study of patients with persistent symptoms of schizophrenia to 

describe the course and burden of illness” 

 

wn25305 (Roche) 

“A phase iii, multi center, randomized, 12 week, double-blind, parallel-group, placebo-controlled study to 

evaluate efficacy and safety of ro4917838 in patients with sub-optimally controlled symptoms of 

schizophrenia treated with antipsychotics followed by a 40-week double-blind, parallel-group, placebo-

controlled treatment period.” 

 

wn25308 (Roche) 

“A phase iii, multi-center, randomized, 24 week, double-blind, parallel-group, placebo-controlled study to 

evaluate efficacy and safety of ro4917838 in stable patients with persistent, predominant negative symptoms 

of schizophrenia treated with antipsychotics followed by a 28 week, double-blind treatment period.” 

 

 

 

Co-investigator of ongoing supported projects: 

 

- EU 2013-2017: “IMAGEMEND – Development of effective imaging tools for diagnosis, monitoring 

and management of mental disorders”. 420,000 Euros 

- Research grant from the Italian Ministry of Health (Ricerca Finalizzata) 2014-2016. “Interaction 

between environmentally sensitive DNA methylation and dopamine D2 related genetic variation on 

schizophrenia phenotypes” 387,109 Euros 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Research appointments  

 

 

- National Institutes of Health - National Institute of Mental Health - Genes, Cognition and Psychosis 

Program - Clinical Brain Disorders Branch - Bethesda, MD, USA 

Memorandum of Understanding, 25/01/2010 – 24/01/2012 

Tutor: Prof. D.R. Weinberger, room 4S-235, 10 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD, USA  

Email: drweinberger@libd.org 

 

- National Institutes of Health - National Institute of Mental Health - Genes, Cognition and Psychosis 

Program - Clinical Brain Disorders Branch - Bethesda, MD, USA 

Special Volunteer, 20/11/2009 – 19/11/2010 

Tutor: Prof.  D.R. Weinberger, room 4S-235, 10 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD, USA  

Email: drweinberger@libd.org 

 

- Università di Bari, Facoltà di Medicina, Dipartimento di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Dottorando di Ricerca in Neurobiologia Sperimentale, 2006-2009: “L’impatto di potenziali geni 

causativi e del trattamento antipsicotico sui processi attentivi nella schizofrenia”. 

Tutor: Prof. Marcello Nardini, Dipartimento Di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Pzza G. Cesare, 11 70125 – Bari, Italy, Tel. +39-080-5478588 

 

- National Institutes of Health - National Institute of Mental Health - Genes, Cognition and Psychosis 

Program - Clinical Brain Disorders Branch - Bethesda, MD, USA 

Memorandum of Understanding, 03/01/2006 – 02/01/2007 

Tutor: Prof.  D.R. Weinberger, room 4S-235, 10 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD, USA  

Email: drweinberger@libd.org 

 

- National Institutes of Health - National Institute of Mental Health - Genes, Cognition and Psychosis 

Program - Clinical Brain Disorders Branch - Bethesda, MD, USA 

Special Volunteer, 10/11/2005 – 9/02/2006 

Tutor: Prof.  D.R. Weinberger, room 4S-235, 10 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD, USA  

Email: drweinberger@libd.org 

 

- Università di Bari, Facoltà di Medicina, Dipartimento di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Research Contract, 01/08/2005-31/01/2006: 

“Analisi e valutazione di dati di risonanza magnetica funzionale eseguita su pazienti con 

 schizofrenia e volontari sani durante l’esecuzione di task per la valutazione dell’emotività e della 

cognitività”. 

Tutor: Prof.  Alessandro Bertolino, Dipartimento Di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Pzza G. Cesare, 11 70125 – Bari, Italy, Tel. +39-080-5478572 

E-mail: alessandro.bertolino@uniba.it 

 

- Università di Bari, Facoltà di Medicina, Dipartimento di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Research contract, 25/01/2005-24/07/2005: 

“Analisi e valutazione di dati di risonanza magnetica funzionale eseguita su pazienti con 

 schizofrenia e volontari sani durante l’esecuzione di task per la valutazione dell’emotività e  

della cognitività”. 

Tutor: Prof.  Alessandro Bertolino, Dipartimento Di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Pzza G. Cesare, 11 70125 – Bari, Italy, Tel. +39-080-5478572 

E-mail: alessandro.bertolino@uniba.it 

 

- National Institutes of Health - National Institute of Mental Health - Genes, Cognition and Psychosis 

Program - Clinical Brain Disorders Branch - Bethesda, MD, USA 

Post doctoral visiting fellow, 23/6/2003 – 20/12/2004 

Tutor: Prof.  D.R. Weinberger, room 4S-235, 10 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD, USA  
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Email: drweinberger@libd.org 

 

- Università di Bari, Facoltà di Medicina, Dipartimento di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Post-Doctoral Fellowship: “Pazienti con primo episodio di  Schizofrenia e Psicosi  affettiva: 

studio clinico e neurofunzionale”, 15/01/2001 – 15/01/2005 

Tutor: Prof.  Alessandro Bertolino, Dipartimento Di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Pzza G. Cesare, 11 70125 – Bari, Italy, Tel. +39-080-5478572 

E-mail: alessandro.bertolino@uniba.it 

 

- IRCCSS “Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza”, San Giovanni Rotondo (FG), Dipartimento di 

Neuroradiologia  

Scientific Advisor for proton magnetic resonance imaging and functional magnetic resonance 

imaging, 2002. 

 

- Università di Bari, Facoltà di Medicina, Dipartimento di Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Special volunteer, 1998 – 1999 

 

 

 

Teaching 

 

- University of Bari ‘Aldo Moro’ 

o Pharmacology in Psychiatry: 2016-2017, 2017-2018 

o Psychiatry and Mental Health: 2016-2017, 2017-2018 

o Psychiatry: 2016-2017, 2017-2018 

 

 

 

 

Clinical Appointments 

 

- Azienda Ospedaliero-Universitaria Consorziale Policlinico, Bari 

Staff Clinician 

26/06/2006 – present 

 

- Department of Mental Health ASL/12 – Biella, Italy  

Staff Clinician 

27/06/1998- 15/01/2003 

 

 

Publications 

 

Journals’ total IF (ISI 2016): 453.2 

Hirsch Index (Google Scholar): 34 

Number of citations (Google Scholar): 4957  

 

 

1. Blasi G., Bertolino A.: Spettroscopia Protonica con Risonanza Magnetica nella schizofrenia: 

considerazioni cliniche, Noos, 2002, ottobre-dicembre, 4: 265-286. 

 

2. Brudaglio F., Blasi G., Sciota D., Altamura M., Bellomo A., Antonucci N., Caforio G., 

Lovecchio B., Scarabino T.: Studio di imaging di spettroscopia protonica con risonanza 

magnetica in famiglie con diversi fratelli affetti da schizofrenia, Studi di Psichiatria, 2002, 4 

(3): 102-105. 
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3. Blasi G., Bertolino A.: Correlati anatomo-funzionali della depressione e della risposta ai farmaci 

serotoninergici, Quaderni Italiani di Psichiatria, 2003, 12 (1): 24-29. 

 

4. Scarabino T., Giannatempo G.M., Nemore F., Di Salle F., Esposito F., Elefante R., Salvolini U., 

Di Costanzo A., Tedeschi G., Blasi G., Bertolino A.: 3.0 Tesla Magnetic Resonance. Part 2: 

morphological and functional brain imaging, Radiologia Medica, 2003, March, 105 (3): 150-

161. 

 

5. Bertolino A., Sciota D., Brudaglio F., Altamura M., Blasi G., Bellomo A., Antonucci N., 

Callicott J.H., Goldberg T.E., Scarabino T., Weinberger D.R., Nardini M.: Working memory 

deficits and levels of n-acetylaspartate in patients with schizophreniform disorder, The 

American Journal of Psychiatry, 2003, March, 160 (3): 483-489. 

 

6. Bertolino A., Caforio G., Blasi G., De Candia M., Latorre V., Petruzzella O., Altamura M., 

Nappi G., Papa S., Callicott J.H., Mattay S.M., Bellomo A., Scarabino T., Weinberger D.R., 

Nardini M.: Interaction of COMT Val
108/158

Met genotype and olanzapine treatment on prefrontal 

cortical function in patients with schizophrenia, The American Journal of Psychiatry, 2004, 

October, 161 (10): 1798-1805. 

 

7. Blasi G., Bertolino A., Brudaglio F., Sciota D., Altamura M., Antonucci N., Scarabino T., 

Weinberger D.R., Nardini M.: Hippocampal neurochemical pathology in patients at first episode 

of affective psychosis: a Proton Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopic Imaging Study, Psychiatry 

Research-Neuroimaging, 2004, July 30, 131(2): 95-105. 

 

8. Bertolino A., Blasi G., Caforio G., Latorre V., De Candia M., Rubino V., Callicott J.H., Mattay 

V.S., Bellomo A., Scarabino T., Weinberger D.R., Nardini M.: Functional lateralization of the 

sensorimotor cortex in patients with schizophrenia: effects of treatment with olanzapine, 

Biological Psychiatry, 2004, August 1, 56(3): 190-7. 

 

9. Bertolino A., Arciero G., Rubino V., Latorre V., de Candia M., Mazzola V., Blasi G., Caforio 

G., Hariri A.,  Kolachana B., Nardini M., Weinberger D.R., Scarabino T.: Variation of human 

amygdala response during threatening stimuli as a function of 5’HTTLPR genotype and 

personality style, Biological Psychiatry, 2005, June 15,57(12): 1517-1525. 

 

10. Blasi G., Mattay V.S., Bertolino A., Elvevåg B., Callicott J.H., Das S., Kolachana B.S., Egan 

M.F., Goldberg T.E., Weinberger D.R.: Effect of catechol-o-methyltransferase val
158

met 

genotype on attentional control, The Journal of Neuroscience, 2005, May 18, 25(20): 5038-

5045. 

 

11. Blasi G., Bertolino A.: Imaging genomics and response to treatment with antipsychotics in 

schizophrenia, NeuroRX (nome attuale: Neurotherapeutics), 2006, January, 3 (1): 117-130. 

 

12. Blasi G., Goldberg T.E., Weickert T., Das S., Kohn P., Zoltick B., Bertolino A., Callicott J.H., 

Weinberger D.R., Mattay V.S.: Brain Regions underlying response inhibition and interference 

monitoring and suppression, The European Journal of Neuroscience, 2006, March, 23 (6): 

1658-1664. 

 

13. Meyer-Lindenberg A., Buckholtz J.W., Kolachana B., Hariri A., Pezawas L., Blasi G., Wabnitz 

A., Honea R., Verchinski B., Callicott J., Egan M., Mattay V., Weinberger D.R.: Neural 

mechanisms of genetic risk for impulsivity and violence in humans, Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences - USA, 2006, April 18, 103 (16): 6269-6274. 

 

14. Bertolino A., Blasi G., Latorre V., Rubino V., Rampino A., Sinibaldi L., Caforio G., Petruzzella 

V., Pizzuti A., Scarabino T., Nardini M., Weinberger D.R., Dallapiccola B.: Additive effects of 

genetic variation in dopamine regulating genes on working memory cortical activity in human 

brain, The Journal of Neuroscience, 2006, April 12, 26(15): 3918-3922. 



 

15. Bertolino A., Rubino A., Sambataro F., Blasi G., Latorre V., Fazio L., Caforio G., Petruzzella 

V., Kolachana B., Hariri A., Meyer-Lindenberg A., Nardini M., Weinberger D.R., Scarabino T.: 

Prefrontal-hippocampal coupling during memory processing is modulated by COMT Val
158

Met 

genotype, Biological Psychiatry, 2006, December 1, 60: 1250-1258. 

 

16. Bertolino A., Caforio G., Petruzzelli V., Latorre V., Rubino V., Dimalta S., Torraco A., Blasi 

G., Quartesan R., Mattay V.S., Callicott J.H., Weinberger D.R., Scarabino T.: Prefrontal 

dysfunction in schizophrenia controlling for COMT val
158

met genotype and working memory 

performance, Psychiatry Research-Neuroimaging, 2006, October 30, 147: 221-226. 

 

17. Esposito F., Bertolino A., Scarabino T., Latorre V., Blasi G., Popolizio T., Tedeschi G., Cirillo 

S., Goebel R., Di Salle F.: Independent Component Model of the Default-mode Brain Function: 

Assessing the Impact of Active Thinking, Brain Research Bulletin, 2006, October, 70: 263-

269. 

 

18. Sambataro F., Dimalta S., Di Giorgio A., Taurisano P., Blasi G., Scarabino T., Giannatempo G., 

Nardini M., Bertolino A.: Preferential responses in amygdala and insula during presentation of 

facial contempt and disgust, The European Journal of Neuroscience, 2006, October, 24 (8): 

2355-2362. 

 

19. Blasi G., Bertolino A.: The use of functional imaging to evaluate the neurobiology of putative 

schizophrenia susceptibility genes, Advances in Schizophrenia and Clinical Psychiatry, 2006, 

2 (4): 128-135. 

 

20. Altamura M., Elvevåg B.,
 
Blasi G., Bertolino A., Callicott J.H., Weinberger D.R., Mattay V.S., 

Goldberg T.E.: Dissociating the Effects of Sternberg Working Memory Demands in Prefrontal 

Cortex, Psychiatry Research-Neuroimaging, 2007, February, 154 (2): 103-114. 

 

21. Blasi G., Goldberg T.E., Elvevåg B., Rasetti R., Bertolino A., Cohen J., Alce G., Zoltick B., 

Weinberger D.R., Mattay V.S.: Differentiating allocation of resources and conflict detection 

within attentional control processing, The European Journal of Neuroscience, 2007, January, 

25 (2): 594-602. 

 

22. Bertolino A, Caforio G., Blasi G., Rampino A., Sinibaldi L., Douzgou S., Nardini M., 

Weinberger D.R., Dallapiccola B.: COMT Val
158

Met polymorphism predicts negative symptoms 

response to treatment with olanzapine in schizophrenia, Schizophrenia Research, 2007, 

September, 95: 253-255. 

 

23. Rubino V., Blasi G., Latorre V., Fazio L., d’Errico I., Mazzola V., Caforio G., Nardini M., 

Popolizio T., Hariri A., Arciero G., Bertolino A.: Activity in medial prefrontal cortex during 

cognitive evaluation of threatening stimuli as a function of personality style, Brain Research 

Bulletin, 2007, September 28, 74: 250-257. 

 

24. Zhang Y., Bertolino A., Fazio L., Blasi G., Rampino A., Romano R., Lee M.T., Xiao T., Papp 

A., Wang D., Sadée W.: Polymorphisms in human dopamine D2 receptor gene affect gene 

expression, splicing, and neuronal activity during working memory, Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences – USA, 2007, December 18, 104 (51): 20552-20557. 

 

25. Ursini G., Di Giorgio A., Fazio L., De Simeis G., Sinibaldi L., Latorre V., Caforio G., Rizzo M., 

Rampino A., Douzgou S., Castellana C., Romano R., Taurisano P., Gambi F., Papazacharias A., 

Aquilino S., Lo Bianco L., Popolizio T., Blasi G., Dallapiccola B., Nardini M., Bertolino A.: 

Interazioni geni-ambiente nella schizofrenia, Quaderni Italiani di Psichiatria, 2008, Dicembre, 

27, 133-135. 

 



26. Bertolino A., Di Giorgio A., Blasi G., Sambataro F., Caforio G., Sinibaldi L., Latorre V., 

Rampino A., Taurisano P., Fazio L., Romano R., Douzgou S., Popolizio T., Kolachana B., 

Nardini M., Weinberger D.R., Dallapiccola B.: Epistasis between dopamine regulating genes 

identifies a nonlinear response of the human hippocampus during memory tasks, Biological 

Psychiatry, 2008, August 1, 64 (3): 226-234. 

doi: 10.1016/j.biopsych.2008.02.001 

 

27. Di Giorgio A., Blasi G., Sambataro F., Rampino A., Papazacharias A., Gambi F., Romano R., 

Caforio G., Rizzo M., Latorre V., Popolizio T., Kolachana B., Callicott J.H., Nardini M., 

Weinberger D.R., Bertolino A.: Association of the Ser704Cys DISC1 polymorphism with 

human hippocampal formation gray matter and function during memory encoding, The 

European Journal of Neuroscience, 2008, November, 28 (10): 2129-2136. 

doi: 10.1111/j.1460-9568.2008.06482.x. 

 

28. Bertolino A., Fazio l., Caforio G., Blasi G., Rampino A., Romano R., Di Giorgio A., Taurisano 

P., Papp A., Pinsonneault J., Wang D., Nardini M., Popolizio T., Sadee W.: Functional variants 

of the Dopamine Receptor D2 gene modulate prefronto-striatal phenotypes in schizophrenia, 

Brain, 2009, February, 132 (2), 417-425. 

doi: 10.1093/brain/awn248. 

 

29. Blasi G., Popolizio T., Taurisano P., Caforio G., Romano R., Di Giorgio A., Sambataro F., 

Rubino V., Latorre V., Lo Bianco L., Fazio L., Nardini M., Weinberger D.R.,
 
Bertolino A.: 

Changes in prefrontal and amygdala activity during olanzapine treatment in schizophrenia, 

Psychiatry Research: Neuroimaging, 2009, July 15, 173: 31-38. 

doi: 10.1016/j.pscychresns.2008.09.001 

 

30. Bertolino A.,, Fazio L., Di Giorgio A., Blasi G., Romano R., Taurisano P., Caforio G., Sinibaldi 

L., Ursini G., Popolizio T., Tirotta E., Papp A., Dallapiccola B., Borrelli E., Sadee W.: 

Genetically determined interaction between the dopamine transporter and the D2 receptor on 

prefronto-striatal activity and volume in humans, The Journal of Neuroscience, 2009, January 

28, 29(4): 1224-1234. 

doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4858-08.2009 

 

31. Bertolino A., Blasi G.: The genetics of schizophrenia, Neuroscience, 2009, November 24, 164 

(1), 288-299  

doi: 10.1016/j.neuroscience.2009.04.038. 

 

32. Blasi G., Hariri A.R., Alce G., Taurisano P., Sambataro F., Das S., Bertolino A., Weinberger 

D.R., Mattay V.S.: Preferential amygdala reactivity to the negative assessment of neutral faces, 

Biological Psychiatry, 2009, November 1, 66, 847-853. 

doi:10.1016/j.biopsych.2009.06.017. 

 

33. Blasi G., Lo Bianco L., Taurisano P., Gelao B., Romano R., Fazio L., Papazacharias A., Di 

Giorgio A., Caforio G., Rampino A., Masellis R., Papp A., Ursini G., Sinibaldi L., Popolizio T., 

Sadee W., Bertolino A.: Functional variation of the dopamine D2 receptor gene is associated 

with emotional control as well as brain activity and connectivity during emotion processing in 

humans, The Journal of Neuroscience, 2009, November 25, 29(47): 14812-14819. 

doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.3609-09.2009 

 

34. Blasi G., Taurisano P., Papazacharias A., Caforio G., Romano R., Lo Bianco L., Fazio L., Di 

Giorgio A., Latorre V., Sambataro F., Popolizio T., Nardini M., Mattay V.S., Weinberger D.R., 

Bertolino A., Non-linear response of the anterior cingulate and prefrontal cortex in schizophrenia 

as a function of variable attentional control, Cerebral Cortex, 2010, April, 20(4), 837-845. 

doi:10.1093/cercor/bhp146.  

 



35. Sambataro F., Blasi G., Fazio L., Caforio G., Taurisano P., Romano R., Di Giorgio A., Gelao B., 

Lo Bianco L., Papazacharias A., Popolizio T., Nardini M., Bertolino A.: Treatment with 

Olanzapine is associated with modulation of the default mode network in patients with 

schizophrenia, Neuropsychopharmacology, 2010, March, 35(4): 904-912. 

doi:10.1038/npp.2009.192. 

 

36. Bertolino A., Taurisano P., Pisciotta N.M., Blasi G., Fazio L., Romano R., Gelao B., Lo Bianco 

L., Lozupone M., Di Giorgio A., Caforio G., Sambataro F., Niccoli-Asabella A., Papp A., Ursini 

G., Sinibaldi L., Popolizio T., Sadee W., Rubini G.: Genetically determined measures of striatal 

D2 signaling predict prefrontal activity during working memory performance, PLoS  One, 2010, 

February, 5(2), e9348. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0009348. 

 

37. Rasetti R., Mattay V.S., Stankevich B., Skjei K., Blasi G., Sambataro F., Arrillaga-Romany I.C., 

Callicott J.H., Apud J.A., Weinberger D.R.: Modulatory effects of modafinil on neural circuits 

regulating emotion and cognition, Neuropsychopharmacology, 2010, September, 35(10), 2101-
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doi:10.1038/npp.2010.83. 

 

38. Mazzola V., Arciero G., Latorre V., Petito A., Fazio L., Gentili N., Popolizio T., Blasi G., 

Bondolfi G.: Affective response to a loved one's pain: Insula activity as a function of individual 

differences, PLoS  One, 2010, December, 5(12), e15268. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0015268. 
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Met association with parahippocampal physiology  during memory 

encoding in schizophrenia, Psychological Medicine, 2011, 41(8), 1721-1731. 
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interaction on D2 c-AMP independent signaling, attentional processing and response to 

olanzapine treatment in schizophrenia, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences – 

USA, 2011, January 18, 108(3), 1158-1163. 
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predicts human prefrontal cognition and activity, The Journal of Neuroscience, 2011, May 4, 
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